Chelsea Fisher ASVP Award Presentation 12.12.2006

The Australian Vocational Student Prize was presented to Chelsea Fisher by The Hon Dr Sharman Stone MP, Federal Member for Murray, Minister for Workforce Participation. 

Chelsea Fisher enrolled with Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE (now National Centre for Equine Education), as a School Based Trainee, in 2004.  At her induction I asked Chelsea what her ambitions, hopes and dreams for the future were. Chelsea told me that a career in the Thoroughbred Industry is what she wanted to work towards and realised that in order to be successful that she needed to arm herself with good skills and some formal qualifications.  Given the information that a Diploma of Racing involved 24 units and that all lessor courses were nested inside the Diploma, Chelsea was keen to start her journey.  She had a goal to be half way there before finishing her formal schooling.
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2006 Australian Vocational Student Prize    Dr Sharman Stone & Chelsea Fisher

In 2004, while studying her Year 10, at Numurkah Secondary College, Chelsea, worked part-time for Tocumwal based racehorse trainer, Brett Cavanough. During this period she completed the 6 units of RGR20102 -Certificate II in Racing (Stablehand). 

In 2005, under the guidance of her father & now employer, Gary, Chelsea signed up as a school based trainee once again this time enrolling in the 11 units of RGR30202-Certificate III in Racing (Advanced Stablehand). Having already completed the first 6 units she only had 5 units to reach her Certificate III. Mindful that the load of her schoolwork would increase during her VCE year we spread her training plan so that she would complete one unit every 2 months. 

In February 2006, Chelsea completed the last of these units and now has 2 Certificates in Racing at AQF level, II and III.

Chelsea receiving her award                          Sharman, Chelsea and me
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She has now completed 12 of the required 24 units that make up the RGR50102-Diploma of Racing.  Just as she planned, she is half way there. She has gained 2 nationally recognised industry qualifications and still has the rest of the year free to concentrate on her final VCE units. She has armed herself with employability skills that will take her the direction she wants to go. 

 This to me is what VET and SBNA is all about.

Here is a student that is setting herself up to be a key player in the Thoroughbred industry. In 2007 Chelsea plans to enrol in the 2 year full-time Diploma of Horses Studies (Breeding) in Wangaratta.

This award would help Chelsea immensely in reaching her next goal and I wish her only good luck and thank her for being such a model student while working through her traineeship.

Yours truly,

Gabrielle Gauci

Co-ordinator of Racing

National Centre of Equine Education

Wangaratta 3676

Mobile: 0409951552

Email: ggauci@gotafe.vic.edu.au
